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NEWSLETTER  170

September 3rd, 2010

EDITORIAL

We have a bumper edition of the newsletter this time. Ann Bray and Dorothy Brown have written
about the missing scrapbooks. A long article by Jean Organ about her trip to Japan and news
about lace entered into competitions at St George’s Golden Jubilee Craft and Produce Show and
the Dorset Arts and Crafts 96th Annual Exhibition. I will tell you about my week in Bruges next time.

TODAY'S MEETING

Dr. Susan Kay-Williams from the Royal School of Needlework will be giving the talk this evening.
Sarah Jones is here to tempt you with her lovely painted bobbins and the display is from the
Tuesday Morning Group

OUTING TO SOUTHERN COUNTIES LACEMAKERS’ FAIR, HAVAN T

We will take names and payment today for the trip on November 20th. Leaving Poole at 9.30am,
usual pick up points, Lighthouse, Branksome and Ringwood. Leaving Havant 2.00pm. Cost £25.

EDNA TUCKER

As members will have heard at the last meeting Edna Tucker passed away on 21st June aged 87.
Edna was a founder member of PBLC and began making lace with Dorothy Brown at the then
named Henry Harbin School in Poole.
In approximately 1989, Edna made a Jabot in Bucks Point Lace for the Mayor of Poole and this
was presented at a special ceremony at a Council meeting in the Municipal Buildings.
Edna had a collection of antique dolls and a dolls house for which she made lace, along with
garters for all the granddaughters, and much more. She continued to make lace until her fingers
became too painful to work.
Edna is very much missed by her Tuesday evening friends who have been together for over 22
years.

Sandie Cummins

PBLC SCRAP BOOKS

I am writing this personal plea from Dorothy and myself to ask if all members of PBLC will help us
to find the lost scrapbooks.
As you probably know they have been missing for some time and we really would like to find them.
We will soon be celebrating our 30th anniversary of PBLC and it would be wonderful if we could
find them before this event.
We have all got workrooms, sewing rooms, spare rooms or just a cupboard where we keep our
lace and craft work, and how many times have we said to ourselves, I really must sort out that
room or cupboard, and then we put it off for another day, and it never gets done.
Well we are asking you to please take a little bit of time and perhaps have a sort through,
wherever you keep all your lace and books etc.



We would especially ask all past committee members to have a special look and I include both
Dorothy and myself in this. We will be searching our rooms also. When a meeting finishes and
things are put away, it would be quite understandable if the books got put in a box with materials
or other bits and pieces and taken home. We think that they were in a plastic carrier bag similar to
the sort you would get from a dress shop or somewhere like British Home Stores, not a
Sainsbury’s carrier bag.
If you are lucky enough to find them and are worried what people will think if you return them,
please do not worry, just give Dorothy a ring on 01202 888113 or me on 01202 682351. We can
arrange for them to be collected and it will be in the strictest confidence. No one will know where
they have appeared from. We will just be so pleased to have them back.
If we are unsuccessful in finding the scrapbooks Dorothy and I have said we will try and reproduce
them. They will not be as good as the originals but we will do the best we can and will ask at a
later date for any photos or information the membership has that we can copy to help us with this
task. It will be a big job to do and so we are very much hoping that the originals will be found.
Remember this is the history of our Bobbin Lace Circle, which we would like to pass on to future
generations of lacemakers.
Thank you for taking the time to read this heartfelt plea, not only will you be finding a part of our
history, but you will be saving Dorothy and myself a lot of work.

Ann Bray and Dorothy Brown

ST GEORGE’S JUBILEE CRAFT AND PRODUCE SHOW

There were 14 entries into the lace category at this show. Jenny Lewis
was awarded first place with her ‘Poinsettia’ mat, second place to Joan
Pratt with her ‘Bedfordshire Butterfly’ and third place to Eve Morton for
her ‘Two Flowers and a Butterfly’. Sandra Smith received a Highly
Commended for her ‘Ballerina with a lace skirt’.

DORSET ARTS AND CRAFTS 96TH EXHIBITION

In the lace section there were 9 entries, a marginal
improvement on last year’s total of 7. The Portman Building
Society Challenge Cup was awarded to Eve Morton with her
‘Frog on a Lily Pad’ and Marian Edgar was awarded the
PBLC Trophy The Royal Doulton Figurine for Bobbin Lace for
her fan. Other entries were awarded:
Philip Henley Horseshoe Highly Commended
Linda King Green garter Special Merit
Jenny Lewis Poinsettia mat Highly Commended
Jenny Lewis Aster mat Outstanding Merit
Eve Morton Two Flowers Special Merit

& a Butterfly
Eve Morton Camellia Special Merit
Dorothy Watson Bucks coaster Commended

Sheila Herridge in the Champion of Champions section was awarded Outstanding Merit for her
Celtic wall hanging. Congratulations to everyone who entered the exhibition.

OIDFA CONGRESS AT KOBE, JAPAN FROM 9 - 11 JULY 2010

Background
OIDFA is an international bobbin and needle lace organisation, established in 1982 with over 2000
members from 30 different countries.  The official languages are English and French.
Every two years, a Congress is held in one of the member countries, organised by members of the
host nation.  Each Congress features exhibitions of lace from member countries, a competition,
lectures, suppliers, OIDFA Dinner, and visits to local places of interest.  There is the opportunity to
participate in a lace course before the Congress and a tour following the Congress.  Day tickets to
the Congress are also available.
Now, Japan is not a country with a long history and tradition of making lace but, over the last few
decades, the Japanese have visited Europe and learnt the craft of lacemaking, and now excel at



designing and making lace.  One of my memories of OIDFA 2004, held in Prague, was the
Japanese stand with its display of exquisite, silk lace.  Kobe (600 km West of Tokyo) is described
as an exotic city and major seaport with a history of trading in all things including lace.  The
ancient capital Kyoto is famous for its historical buildings and fashion.  All of which helps to explain
how the OIDFA 2010 Congress came to be held at the Kobe Fashion Museum with the tour based
at Kyoto.
Leading up to the event, UK members were kept well informed by our EC members via
newsletters, emails and Contact Days.  Lone travellers were put in touch with fellow travellers.  We
had been warned that it sounded “very exciting albeit expensive” but undeterred 71 of us travelled
from the UK, the largest foreign contingent of the 400-500 attendees.

The Week before the Congress
The Kobe Fashion Museum houses an extensive collection of costumes from around the world
plus some modern replicas.  It is part of a huge modern complex of shops, cafes, hotel, lecture
halls, and conference rooms situated on Rokko Island.  It is within walking distance of the sea
where Jackie Barton paddled in the Pacific by moonlight while a howling gale heralded the
approaching storm.  It was possible to spend the entire weekend Congress inside the complex
without venturing out.
From laminated menus in Japanese and English, meals were selected; the amount was entered
into the till then into a calculator with display in Roman numerals that was proffered to us for
payment.  At the entrance to many cafes, plastic replicas of meals were displayed.
Our air-conditioned rooms were on the 15th floor of the hotel.  Unable to sleep one night, I
discovered the emergency evacuation instructions.  The fire exit was a human ‘cat flap’ (less than
2 ft square), at ground level, under a fixed window leading onto a ledge about 18” wide with a low
wall.  In the event of fire, we were to hold a damp towel to our face and keep low.  If there was an
earthquake then we were to hold a pillow over our head.  This amused me for some time.
We had the pleasure of meeting Sheila Herridge’s Japanese friend Masae Kubo who lived in
Poole and learnt bobbin lacemaking with Sheila.  In the evening, Masae took us into the centre of
Kobe where we seemed to be only non-Japanese.  It was bustling and full of life just as one
imagines Japan to be; very different from the quietness of Rokko Island.  Over a meal in a
Japanese restaurant, Masae answered our queries about Japanese life.   Here we had our first
experience of the hot plate in the middle of the table to cook our meal and the sliding partitions
that provide privacy.  A very pleasant time was spent with Masae.
There was the option of taking a four-day workshop in one of five subjects: Kumihimo (Japanese
braids), Mojiriori (weaving cloth), Temari (decorated balls), Rosaline Lace (bobbin lace), and Lace
Design.  These courses were fairly intensive with a lot of concentration needed.  The teachers
worked even harder; producing working diagrams overnight.
At the Sake brewery excursion, a video described the process of making sake from just rice and
water, followed by a tasting of 3 different types of sake.  In the outbuildings of the brewery, there
was a small display of lace.  Of course, there was the chance to purchase sake and consumables,
as well as lace supplies.

The Congress
The Congress opened on the Friday with the General Assembly and the Opening Ceremony, all in
Japanese, English and French.  In the evening there was a Welcome Reception with
Western/Japanese buffet and music at a hall just a few stops on the mono-rail and a short walk
away.
At the Fashion Museum Complex, there were suppliers (including the familiar faces from Winslow
bobbins), displays from the host nation and member countries, and the Competition entries.
Supplies of silk thread proved extremely popular.
At the UK stand, the ‘East meets West’ display featured miniature, lace Kimono in white with a
touch of silver or gold, all mounted against a red background.  This won the Peoples Award for
best National Stand.



The Congress Competition was on the theme of
‘Weddings’.  The Peoples Award (and my favourite)
was a Japanese entry of a beautiful lace top.
There were three lectures.  We missed the
Traditional Arts and Crafts (Kyoto tassels) lecture
due to the excursion to Osaka.
The Imperial Formal Costume (Kimono Show)
lecture concerned the dressing of a Japanese
Princess who traditionally never cuts her hair and
whose dressers are not allowed to breathe upon her
face.  Our ‘Princess’, with hair stretching down her
back, stood motionless for about 45 minutes while
her two dressers manoeuvred very elegantly on their
knees around her feet, keeping their heads bowed at
all times.  She was dressed in 7 layers of Summer-
weight (i.e. not padded) kimono, in toning layers of
silk featuring the blossom motif, finished with apron
and overjacket.  At the end, there was the
opportunity for non-Japanese to mount the stage for
a photo with the Princess.
The True, the Good and the Beautiful (ancient and
modern Japanese Textiles) lecture was given by the
Director of the Textile Museum at Kawashima Selkon
textile company (KS Co) and concerned the work of
textile artist Jimbei Kawashima II and his pursuit of
excellence.  After WW1, green dye was unavailable so a substitute was used.  After a fifth of a
tapestry had been completed, it was realised that the substitute green was deteriorating so the
work was cut from the loom; six months work wasted.  This tapestry is kept to inspire students.
There were three excursions.  Instead of the Kobe Bay Cruise, we spent time at the Congress.
A day trip to Osaka featured Shitenneji Temple, a beautiful display of lace and supplies (more silk
thread), our fist wedding, a tour of Osaka Castle and a trip to Osaka Museum of History where we
played at archaeologists; rebuilding shattered ‘artefacts’.
On the Kobe Experience of Traditional Craft trip, we were given acrylic paints to ‘decorate’ a white
candle, with varying degrees of success, then the opportunity to buy handmade scarves, glass
jewellery, candles, etc.  A group of us visited our first traditional Japanese garden; walking in the
steamy atmosphere up a long steep hill, standing on street corner for some time (we were lost)
then down the hill to the immaculate Sarakuen garden just 100 metres on the level from the craft
centre.  Here swallowtail butterfly darted around.
At the Hotel Sheraton on the Saturday, there was a delicious, formal dinner with a display of
Japanese dance to music.  Everyone was encouraged to wear lace or national costume which
included one kilted gentleman who used to live at Blandford and remembers a lace holiday with
Dorothy Brown.

The Four Day Tour based at Kyoto
Seven coaches departed on a busy tour.  Coach number two was accompanied by lacemaker
Keiko and guide Mieko who informed without overloading us.  She explained that ‘dori’ means
‘street’, at road intersections a sign displays the two street names, and Kyoto is surrounded on
three sides by mountains.  Facing South, there are no mountains.  This proved useful when trying
to navigate around on our own.
Our hotel room overlooked a waterfall and Nijo Castle with a backdrop of the mountains.  The
discovery of a shoe-dryer in the wardrobe should have forewarned us of the weather to come.
June and July are the hottest months and July is the start of the rainy season so, yes, we did
make use of that shoe-dryer.
On the first day, there were visits to the Golden Pavilion, lunch by the Katoruga river, a walk in the
Arashiyama area, visits to Nijo Castle, and a Traditional Performance at Gion Corner (featuring a
tea ceremony, flower arranging, Kyoto style dance, comic play, puppet play and Japanese music).
The second day visits were to Kiyomizu Temple, KS Co, and Sanjusangendo Hall.  The third day

Peoples Award - Masako Furuya  Lace Top



trip to Nara featured a Lace Show at Naragaku Seminar Hall, visits to Todaji Temple, Yakushiji
Temple, and Toshodaiji Temple.  The fourth day visits were to ‘Fureaikan’ the Kyoto Museum of
Traditional Crafts, Heian Shrine (Shintu), Nishiki Food Market, ‘Experience of Yuzen Dyeing’
(handkerchiefs) and Kyoto Museum, followed by a delicious farewell dinner.
For two days of the tour, lunch and evening meals comprised ‘Bento Boxes’ filled with Japanese
food.  Some relished this but for others it meant two days of boiled rice, water and green tea.
The lace displays featured really superb lace, presented artistically within beautiful surroundings.
Whether in a traditional Japanese hall or modern centre, the attention to detail was impeccable
from the grandiose chandeliers, marquetry doors, and fitted carpet to the stunning flower displays.
At each lace display we received a gift e.g. a bobbin or calendar.
At the temples, we purified ourselves with water, took off our shoes and reverently walked around,
before buying lucky charms and writing out our wishes that were tied on branches.  We saw the
biggest Buddha and the largest wooden temple at Todaji, the tallest temple at Golden Pavilion,
and the statues with most hands and the most statues (1001) at Sanjusangendo.  We stencilled
our own handkerchiefs, could feed the deer, and saw grapefruit and pomegranate growing on
trees.  In the market, Ann Ewart bought ‘flip-flop socks’; it was easy spotting Ann and Jackie
towering above the crowds.
My favourite trip was to Nara when it rained all day, sometimes heavily.  We travelled through
more rural scenery, past paddy fields.  Nara was very beautiful and calming.  At Yakushiji temple,
125 lotus plants were counted.  A group of British lacemakers stood mesmerised, under
umbrellas, as rain collected in one leaf then cascaded down into lower leaves; nature’s own water
feature.  At Toshodaiji temple, the ground was covered with the most vivid green moss.

On our day off , we caught the hotel shuttle bus to the centre of Kyoto where we visited a craft
shop on the fourth floor of the EON Mall then went in search of Shoseien garden where heron and
white egret/stork nested in the tree tops.

The Gion Festival with ‘Yama-Boko’ Festival Parade
We sat, in pre-booked seats, baking in the sun for several hours to witness the amazing spectacle
of 32 floats pulled by men in traditional costume.  Split bamboo was put at the corners of roads to
aid passage.  Seven of the floats were 25 metres high with four men sat atop gripping ropes to
maintain the ‘spire’ of the float while musicians played pipes below.

On our last day,  we walked along the canal (where exotic dragonfly and butterfly, and water pipit
flew) to the Imperial Palace Gardens where a black kite soared above and the sound of crickets
rang in our ears.  Photos of the gardens throughout the seasons plus the heat made me wish it
was Springtime with the blossom.
The Japanese take great pride in their work and country.  Thanks to the organising committee, we
had a truly amazing experience.

Journey Home:  seven weary lacemakers were upgraded to Business Class – Bliss!

The 2012 OIDFA Congress  will be held 6 - 8 July 2012 in Caen, France just across the channel
from Poole.  It would be good to see lots of PBLC members there.

The 2014 Congress  is to be held in Australia, so start saving the pennies.
Contact: http://www.oidfa.com or for UK branch http://www.q7design.demon.co.uk/oidfaUK

Jean Organ

DEMONSTRATIONS REPORT

Farnham Festival of Gardens and Flowers   - It was a glorious hot weekend but we were
situated in St Lawrence’s Church, which was pleasantly cool compared to outside, amid the
wonderful perfumes of the flower arrangements. Our display of lace with a floral theme was much
admired. Many thanks to Val Saunders for helping on Saturday and Liz Pass on Sunday.

Pamphill Strawberry Fayre   - Another pleasant sunny afternoon, we were in the village hall with
the flowers and produce displays. Again our lace was admired; we had a similar theme to the
display used at Farnham. Thank you to Val Saunders and Sheila Herridge for demonstrating on
this afternoon.



Poole Town and Country Show  – Jenny Lewis, Angela Smith, Marilyn Tinsley and Kate Mason
demonstrated there on the Saturday, it was reported by them to be disappointingly quiet. On
Sunday Val Saunders, Margaret Cormack and Lily Wills demonstrated and there were more
people around and they thought it to be a worthwhile day. Thank-you to everyone who helped.

PBLC DEMONSTRATIONS IN 2010

The last two opportunities for demonstrating this year.

Stour Valley Festival Saturday & Sunday September 18th & 19th

Upton House Saturday & Sunday November 20th & 21st

See Valerie Saunders at the meeting today or phone her on 01202 650143
 EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS

Leaflets and details of many of these events can be studied in full on the notice board during our
meetings.

17th July – 25th Sept Movement Lace Guild Triennial Exhibition at Walsall Museum and Central
Library, Lichfeild St. Walsall, WS1 1TR Tues. – Fri 10.00am – 5.00pm, Sat
10.00am – 4.00pm. Not open Sun or Bank Holidays. Tel 01922 653116

25th September North Downs Lacemakers Lace Day at the Yateley Centre, School Lane
Yateley, Hants GU46 6NW 10.30am – 4.00pm Tickets £5.00. YLM £1.50
Contact email address: treasurer@northdownslacemakers.org.uk
Cheques payable to North Downs Lacemakers.

30th Sept – 3rd Oct 'FibreFocus2010'  - An Exhibition of Textiles by the Dorset Guild of
Weavers, Spinners and Dyers from 10.00am to 4.00pm at The Exchange,
Sturminster Newton, DT10 1FH.  Free entry
www.dorsetweaversspinnersdyers.org.uk

21st Oct - 1st Nov Bravo An exhibition of Art Bras  at The Peacock Gallery
Upton Country Park BH17 7BJ  10.30am – 3.45pm daily. Admission by
voluntary donation. More information Kate Paterson on 01202 572593.

20th November The 23rd Southern Counties Lacemakers’ Fair  at Havant Leisure Centre,
Civic Centre Road, Havant, Hampshire, PO9 2AY 10.00am – 4.00pm.
Tickets £4, under 16 £1. Display and demonstration of Rosaline Perlee Lace
by Judith Cordell and her students.

CLASSES AND COURSES

Withof, Duchesse, Floral Bedfordshire or Cantú Sat, Sun & Mon September 11th – 13th all
taught by Yvonne Scheele Kerkof at Broadstone Arts and Community
Centre, 9,00am to 5.00pm every day. Cost £75. Information from Lily Wills
01202 844237 or e-mail lacewills@talktalk.net

Lace with Big Threads  on Wednesday 13th Oct, tutor Jan Tregidgo, course arranged by The
Embroiderers’ Guild, Lymington Branch at Catholic Church Hall, Mount
Avenue, New Milton. Cost £20. Contact Barbara Langdon 01590 674310

NEXT MEETING

Saturday November 6th at 2.00pm at St George’s Church Hall, Darby’s Lane, BH15 3EU
remember the new venue. The speaker will be Jan Gardiner of Lacewing Designs who will also be
our supplier. The display will be from Jackie Barton’s students.

NEXT NEWSLETTER

Please send any information, articles or notices for inclusion in the next Newsletter to: Eve
Morton, 17 Forsyte Shades, 82 Lilliput Road, Poole,  BH14 8LA or by e-mail to eve@chez-
morton.com


